
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  April 21, 2013 
Title:  “Love One Another” 
Text:  Heb. 13:1-6   
Theme: Believing in Jesus as your Great High Priest overflows in love for His people and 

others. 
 
Introduction:  
“The story is apparently true, told by a Roman Catholic Priest. He was coming out of the 
church in the dark of night when he was accosted by a robber. The robber shoved a pistol into 
the priest’s ribs and demanded that he produce his wallet. The priest was in no position to 
resist, so he reached inside his coat for his wallet. As he did so, the priest’s collar became 
visible, and the robber was completely taken aback as he realized he was robbing a priest. 
 
‘Are you a priest?’ the robber questioned? ‘Yes. Yes I am,’ the priest replied. ‘Well, I don’t rob 
priests,’ the man said. ‘Thanks, thanks a lot,’ the priest responded gratefully. As he was 
drawing his hand from his inside coat pocket, it brushed against some cigars that were there, 
along with his wallet. ‘Have a cigar?’ the priest offered. ‘Oh, no, I couldn’t do that,’ said the 
thief, ‘you see, I’ve given them up for Lent.’ 
 
We find such a story amusing because it illustrates the tremendous gap that often exists 
between our faith and our practice.”1 
 
“Often, near the end of New Testament epistles, there is a concluding section that strings 
together a variety of direct, practical admonitions. Brief statements are “appended” to the 
body of writing, which convey to the readers what to do and what not to do, based on the 
entire proposition and argument of the letter.  In the case of Hebrews, after the theme has been 
presented, explained and argued (that Jesus is Superior to Moses, etc.), the writer concludes 
with these direct admonitions to the readers:”2 
 
“THE closing chapter of this epistle is made up almost entirely of exhortations to the 
performance of various practical duties. The exhortations relate to the following points:--
brotherly love, Heb 13:1; hospitality, Heb 13:2; sympathy with those in bonds, Heb 13:3; 
fidelity in the marriage relation, Heb 13:4; contentment, Heb 13:5,6; submission to those in 
authority, Heb 13:7,8; stability in the doctrines of religion, Heb 13:9-15; benevolence, Heb 
13:16; obedience to those entrusted with office, Heb 13:17; and special prayer for him who 
wrote this epistle, Heb 13:18,19. The epistle then closes with a beautiful and impressive 
benediction, Heb 13:20,21; with an entreaty that they would receive with favor what had been 
written, Heb 13:22; with the grateful announcement that Timothy, in whom they doubtless felt 
a great interest, was set at liberty, Heb 13:23; and with a salutation to all the saints, Heb 
13:24,25.”3 
 
“The readers are exhorted in very pragmatic areas with respect to the community of believers 
(13:1-17). They are instructed not only to show love for one another (13:1-6), but also respect 
for the leadership of the church (13:7-17). No doubt such respect was overdue since these 
Jewish Christians had gone off on their own and were being led away by the heresy of the 
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Judaizers (13:9-15). They are consequently encouraged to get back into the fold (rather than 
separate in their own house church) and provide for the leaders’ needs, as a Christian sacrifice 
which is pleasing to God (13:15-16). Finally, the author gets blunt: “obey the church leaders” 
(13:17), and with this he ends the body of his epistle.  Concluding instructions which formally 
turn this exquisite homily into an epistle, are given to the readers (13:18-25).”4 
 
This text comes abruptly to the reader.  If we read it as those who are persecuted or in the 
context of persecution, it has immediate weight.   
 
Let us not despise those who waffle in their faith.  When we come across those who were 
driven from their home for their faith, let us show them hospitality.  Let us remember those 
who have been imprisoned for their faith.  Do not use this time of duress and persecution as an 
excuse to live immoral lives.  Do not exploit others for financial gain.  Learn to be content with 
what you have.  And why is it we can live such lives?  God is with us and He is the one who 
helps us.  In comparison to God what can man do to us?   
 
Hebrews celebrates the primacy of Jesus in the Story of God.  He completes the Story.  What 
appears confusing and veiled is revealed and planned.  Nothing expressed in our text is to be 
separated from the primacy of Jesus Christ.  Any service we render and any sacrifice required 
is for Him.  The service is simply the means to the end of living Him. 
 
This is what God says to His people, people who have embraced the superiority of Jesus 
Christ. I want us to think about how instruction is tied to promise in Heb. 13:1-6. I think there 
is a connection; these simple admonitions do share a common theme.  This is what believing 
the priesthood of Jesus looks like lived out in the life of His people.  His priesthood changes 
how I live my life. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Let us remember the entire premise throughout the book of Hebrews.  Jesus Christ is our great 
high priest and He alone and only is enough in this life and in the life to come.  Let us 
remember how suffering is a consequence of faith and God is overseeing the process of our 
suffering for our good and His glory. 
 
It is in this context that we are reminded to LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  This is what the 
substance looks like played out in shadow form in the context of relationships.  There are two 
primary ideas in this text.  The first helps in defining who we are to love.  And the second 
shows us how such love is possible. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The objects of our selfless acts (vv. 2-5a) 
 
Verse 1. Let continue, present active imperative third singular of meno. 
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“Implying that it now existed among them. The apostle had no occasion to reprove them for 
the want of it, as he had in regard to some to whom he wrote, but he aims merely to impress 
on them the importance of this virtue, and to caution them against the danger of allowing it 
ever to be interrupted.”5 
 
The author of Hebrews invites his audience to persevere in this action of loving one another.  
He is not chiding them for its lack but encouraging them to continue in what is already 
present. 
 
The Greek word is Philadelphia.  It is found five times in the New Testament (KJV). 
 

• be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another;” (Rom. 12:10) 

• but as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. (1 Thess. 4:9) 

• let brotherly love continue. (Heb. 13:1) 

• seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: (1 Pet. 1:22) 

• finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren [philadelphos {hypox 
legomenon}], be pitiful, be courteous:  (1 Pet. 3:8) 

• and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. (2 Pet. 1:7) 

 
This type of love is not an unnatural love, but a love that flows out of family and blood.  I have 
often shared what life looks like as one of eight siblings.  There is a natural affection I have for 
my siblings.  I do not relate to them all in the same manner.  Some I speak with only once a 
year while others I speak to multiple times in any given week.  My love or affection for them is 
not the issue.  For us as family we have a natural affection and love for one another.  John tells 
us if we do not have this affection or love, then something is fundamentally wrong. 
 
Now, I fully recognize we live in a fallen world and there can be significant strain between 
family members because of real abuse, exploitation, cruelty and unfair treatment.  I am not 
ignoring such actions.  But when brotherly love cannot exist, then agape love must exist.  If 
there is a difference between the two it is this:  Agape love is love that is gracious in so far that 
it loves without condition, it accepts without requirement, it forgives without limit, it favors 
without merit, and it serves without reward.  This type of love is divine and flows from God, 
through His people to completely undeserving recipients.  When Philadelphia love cannot 
exist, then agape love will.   
 
Again, let me stress Philadelphia love is the natural affection one has toward a sibling.  Agape 
love is the unnatural sacrificial love one has for their enemies.  You can Philadelphia, but you 
cannot agape apart from the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
When parents have warring siblings they might say, “Hug your brother or sister and get over 
it.”  That is possible because of Philadelphia.  But only God can say . . . 
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• 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 
those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate 
with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect 
what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 

Never take your own revenge, beloved [agapetos], but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 
"VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 20 "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED 
HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING 
COALS ON HIS HEAD." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Rom. 12:14-21) 

 
When you struggle with Philadelphia, then let agape flow. 
 
“Relationships in the church, marked by love (6:10; 10:24), are the fruit of faith (10:32–34; ch. 
11).”6 
 
The paragraph begins with a common reminder to “love one another.”  We can view this 
initial admonition as broad with the following three groups as applications of the principle.   
 
“Verse 1 governs this section. The exhortation is to love the brethren - brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Two ways to do that are to demonstrate hospitality and to remember prisoners and 
those who are ill-treated.”7 
 
But I would not want us to forget how loving the people in your local church, the assembly, 
are paramount.  The “one another” statements in the New Testament are primarily toward 
those you sit next to in church.  If you cannot love people inside the church, chances are you 
will not love people outside the church. Beyond the boundaries of the local assembly, 
however, three opportunities are targeted. 
 
For the moment, I will expand the thought of loving one another beyond the boundaries of a 
local assembly.  I do think the primary audience receiving this love is those within our 
community of faith.  This does not, however, preclude those from without.  Three groups are 
sighted. 
 
“It may be, we have active affection for the people in our small circle of association – but 
outside that group, we are virtually indifferent to others who are suffering. In the first century, 
there were Christians who travelled under great risks; there were Christians who were 
incarcerated; there were people mistreated by tyrannical political leaders or religious 
authorities. The writer of Hebrews counsels his readers to extend their love from their own 
small circle to others. Be mindful of their needs; don’t forget there are people who legitimately 
need help you can give. And this ties in with what Jesus said, you may recall, in Matthew 25 – 
‘I was in prison, and you came to visit me.’ It is one thing to love the people you know, who 
surround you - you know them well, and you see them on a regular basis. The Bible warns us 
not to be limited or isolated or selfish. But to remember there are others outside our little 
world - - others who may need help we are able to supply. Verse 16 says, ‘…do not forget to 
do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.’ ”8 
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A. Strangers (v. 2) 
 
Verse 2. Do not neglect, present middle imperative second plural of epilanthanomai [three 
times in Hebrews]. 
 

• For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his 
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. (Heb. 6:10) 

• be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Heb. 13:2) 

• but to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. (Heb. 13:16) 

 
Strangers in this context are those who have been displaced because of gospel persecution. 
 
“Verse 2.   [To entertain strangers]  In those early times, when there were scarcely any public 
inns or houses of entertainment, it was an office of charity and mercy to receive, lodge, and 
entertain travelers; and this is what the apostle particularly recommends. [Entertained angels]  
Abraham and Lot are the persons particularly referred to.  Their history, the angels whom they 
entertained, not knowing them to be such, and the good they derived from exercising their 
hospitality on these occasions, are well known; and have been particularly referred to in the 
notes on Ge 18:3; 19:2.”9 
 
The issue of hospitality is one of reception and acceptance.  You and I are not living in this 
context of persecution or in the absence of “inns.”  Yet we are not exempt from showing 
warmth and kindness to those who have been displaced by their circumstances. 
 

B. Prisoners (v. 3) 
 
Both strangers and prisoners fall into the same category of displacement. 
 
Verse 3. Remember, present passive imperative second plural of mimneskomai. 
 
Prisoners are those imprisoned because of gospel persecution.  The actual organic union we 
have with one another because of our placement in Christ is celebrated.  Treat people; feel for 
people in the same manner you wish to be felt. 
 
“Perhaps there is an immediate allusion to their fellow-Christians who were suffering 
imprisonment on account of their religion, of whom there were doubtless many at that time; 
but the principle will apply to every case of those who are imprisoned or oppressed.”10 
 
The reference to body enables me to put us into one “pot.”  There is something vital to our 
relationship that is to transcend our pettiness.  I might not agree with someone inside the body 
of Christ, but I must always recognize they are my siblings and God is our Father, Jesus is our 
Head and the Holy Sprit binds us together as one. 
 

C. Spouses (v. 4) 
 
Verse 4. Honorable, predicate adjective to marriage; undefiled, predicate adjective to bed. 
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I have a tendency to look for connectedness and continuity when perhaps there is none.  But 
perhaps in this paragraph the overarching idea is love.  The application of love in the context 
of hostility and persecution is now made in the arena of marriage. 
 
“The object here is to state that honor is to be shown to the marriage relation. It is not to be 
undervalued by the pretence of the superior purity of a state of celibacy, as if marriage were 
improper for any class of men or any condition of life; and it should not be dishonored by any 
violation of the marriage contract.”11 
 
It is conceivable that some in light of suffering were living immoral lives.  The call is not 
toward sexual activity among the married, but to keep morally pure outside of marriage.  I 
also wonder if there is not a connectedness to the thought found in 1 Corinthians 7 concerning 
the character of marriage.  I hesitate to use such words as duty or responsibility or obligation 
as it relates to physical intimacy in marriage.  When physical intimacy is clothed in such words 
the character of the act is diminished.  Whatever actions exist inside of marriage are reflections 
of that relationship.  If the character or nature of the relationship collapses, then words like 
duty, responsibility and obligation are used.  If the relationship is dynamic, then each serves 
the other as they serve Christ. 
 
As a side bar the Bible is not a manual on sexual activity in marriage.  This text is not telling us 
to be sexually creative or prolific.  This text and the Bible itself are telling us to be morally pure 
in suffering and outside of the marriage covenant.  This text tells us not to use our 
circumstances as an excuse for sexual sins either by abstinence in marriage or indulgence 
outside of marriage. 
 
“Miainô tên koitên is a common expression for adultery. Fornicators (pornous). Unmarried 
and impure. Adulterers (moichous). Impure married persons. God will judge both classes 
whether men do or not.”12 
 
The word pornos designates those persons who indulge in sexual relationships outside the 
marriage bond, both heterosexual and homosexual. 
 
The judgment befalling those who participate in such acts is equally applied to all whether 
they are the people of God or not.  How does God judge the immorality of mankind?  God’s 
judgment in time is seen in the intrinsic demerit of such acts.  This is in contrast to the context 
of Hebrews 12.  There is a toll exacted by those who choose to violate God’s ideal in the area of 
morality.  This toll is exacted indiscriminately on the believing and the unbelieving alike.  
Regardless of who you are, such acts will cost you more than you wish to pay, keep you longer 
than you wish to stay and take you further than you wish to go.  The pleasure of such sin is 
but for a season.  Every such act has a shelf life and when it hits its expiration date, it will go 
bad quick.  You might try to gauge its shelf life, of playing the odds against exposure, but only 
God knows when the time is up. 
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Yet there is another judgment that visits those whose hearts are bound to such unbelieving 
acts.  The Bible speaks of such people as having a prepared place where devils and demons 
reside.  Heaven’s glory and hell’s horror are both prepared places. 
 
Let us flee the coming wrath by following the Son of God. 
 

D. Finances (v. 5a) 
 
Verse 5. Make sure is not in the text, but read an understood imperative of “to be.”  Being 
content is a participle with the force of an imperative.  
 
The word “covet” is used only here and in 1 Timothy 3:3 concerning Elders.  Do not make 
money the object of your affection.  Money has a place but it cannot be a priority.  
Covetousness is contrasted with contentment. 
 
“The antidote to love of money is contentment, which comes from trusting in God’s promised 
provision (see Deut. 31:6, 8; also Josh. 1:5). The citation from Ps. 118:6 applies the idea of 
trusting in God for more than just financial needs (esp. in light of persecution, Heb. 13:3).”13 
 
“In life here on earth - not only do we have relationships with people, but also – relationship 
with things; the material things here on the earth. Money. Houses. Cars and trucks. Clothes. 
Electronic devices. In the NIV, verse 5 reads: “Keep your lives free from the love of money, 
and be content with what you have…” It doesn’t say – HAVE NO MONEY! The point is not 
that things on earth have no meaning. Rather, “keep your lives free from the love of money.” 
And to that this is added: “be content with what you have.” It is so easy to become attached to 
our things. We can become slaves to houses and cars and all our things. It can be a subtle 
slavery that can render us unreasonable, unspiritual and ungodly. What must be learned – 
through the discipline of the Word and the example of Christ and Paul is Contentment! Paul 
exhibited this well (according to Phil. 4:11,12). Paul wrote to Timothy - “…godliness with 
contentment is great gain.””14 
 
“Verse 5.   [Let your conversation]  That is, the whole tenor of your conduct, tropov, the 
manner of your life, or rather the disposition of your hearts in reference to all your secular 
transactions; for in this sense the original is used by the best Greek writers. [Be without 
covetousness]  Desire nothing more than what God has given you; and especially covet 
nothing which the Divine Providence has given to another man, for this is the very spirit of 
robbery.  [Content with such things as ye have]  Being satisfied with present things; be 
content with present things, and abstain from others.”15   
  
“The particular reason here given for contentment is, that God has promised never to leave his 
people.”16 
 
How do we love in such selfless lives?  Here is the enablement. 
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II. The enablement behind our selfless acts (vv. 5b-6). 
 
There is a promise from God that strengthens us in applying this instruction. 
 

A. God’s Presence enables us to love selflessly (v. 5b) 
 
Has said is a perfect active indicative. I will never desert and I will never forsake are both aorist 
subjunctives with ou me—very strong and definite  negation about the future.  “The Perfect 
indicates that the statement has been made and its authority continues.”17 
 
[I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.]  “These words were, in sum, spoken to Joshua, Jos 
1:5: "As I was with Moses, so will I be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." They 
were spoken also by David to Solomon, 1Ch 28:20: "David said to Solomon his son, Be strong 
and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed; for the Lord God, even my God, 
will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee."  The apostle, in referring to the same 
promises, feels authorized to strengthen the expressions.  The words are peculiarly emphatic.  
There are no less than five negatives in this short sentence, and these connected with two verbs 
and one pronoun twice repeated.  To give a literal translation is scarcely possible; it would run 
in this way: "No, I will not leave thee; no, neither will I not utterly forsake thee."  Those who 
understand the genius of the Greek language, and look at the manner in which these negatives 
are placed in the sentence, will perceive at once how much the meaning is strengthened by 
them, and to what an emphatic and energetic affirmative they amount. This promise is made 
to those who are patiently bearing affliction or persecution for Christ's sake; and may be 
applied to any faithful soul in affliction, temptation, or adversity of any kind.  Trust in the 
Lord with thy whole heart, and never lean to thy own understanding; for he hath said, "No, I 
will never leave thee; not I: I will never, never cast thee off."”18 
 
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. See Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:5; 1 Chronicles 28:20. 
Substantially the same expression is found in each of those places, and all of them contain the 
principle, on which the apostle here relies, that God will not forsake his people.”19 
 

B. God’s Power enables us to love selflessly (v. 6) 
 
The word confidently is a present active participle.  We can be courageous and bold with 
confidence. 
 
The author chooses different words here than he does in Hebrews 4, but let us listen to the 
similar thought. 
 

• 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us 
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.  (Heb. 4:14-16, NAS95) 
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Verse 6. The Lord is my helper. The word is is not in the text but is understood. This is a strong 
statement. 
 
These Hebrew Christians have already suffered for their faith. They have already practiced the 
things which the author calls them to do in our text: 
 

32 But remember the former days when you endured a harsh conflict of suffering after you were 
enlightened. 33 At times you were publicly exposed to abuse and afflictions, and at other times you came 
to share with others who were treated in that way. 34 For in fact you shared the sufferings of those in 
prison, and you accepted the confiscation of your belongings with joy, because you knew that you 
certainly had a better and lasting possession (Hebrews 10:32-34). 

 
“Substantially this sentiment is found in Ps 27:1; 118:6. The apostle does not adduce it as a 
quotation, but as language which a true Christian may employ.”20 
 
Even more difficult days lay ahead for these believers (12:4), and thus they are exhorted to 
persevere in their love for one another.  
 
Friends, you might want to hear the ten steps toward loving others or the keys to having your 
spouse gratify your physical desires or the six talking points of financial security and success 
or how to minister effectively to the displaced in your community and I would say to you 
there are such things available, but the author of Hebrews has a different answer for such 
things. 
 
And you might dismiss such an answer as inadequate, but in such a response on your part you 
are simply speaking to your own heart of unbelief.  This does not mean that your 
circumstances cannot be changed or your problem solved, but it does mean that if your 
circumstances never change and your problems are never solved JESUS IS STILL ENOUGH IN 
THIS LIFE AND IN THE LIFE TO COME. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Brother Pat, I struggle with loving other Christians who have harmed me in some way.  
Friend, the Lord is with you and He is your helper. 

2. Brother Pat, I struggle with warmly receiving displaced people and extending mercy 
and grace toward those who find themselves in difficulty circumstances.  Friend, the 
Lord is with you and He is your helper. 

3. Brother Pat, I struggle with moral purity within the marriage covenant.  Friend, the 
Lord is with you and He is your helper. 

4. Brother Pat, I struggle with moral purity outside of the marriage covenant.  Friend, the 
Lord is with you and He is your helper. 

5. Brother Pat, I struggle with affection for or concern over financial security.  Friend, the 
Lord is with you and He is your helper. 

6. Friend, the Lord is with you and He is your helper. 
 
This is the promise of God that He will never break.  Let us learn to rest in Him. 
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